[image: image1.jpg]GREENDOT

LLLLLLLLLLLLL




The Jefferson Transformation Project Celebrates Step Forward with the Opening of New Facility

Ánimo Justice and Ánimo Ralph Bunche Charter High Schools begin the 2008-2009 school year at brand new LEED certified facility

(LOS ANGELES) – October 17, 2008 - Green Dot Public Schools, the largest charter school organization in Los Angeles, celebrated the success of the historic Jefferson Transformation Project Friday with the opening of a brand new facility at 1655 E. 27th Street in South Los Angeles.  This facility is now home to two Green Dot schools, Ánimo Justice and Ánimo Ralph Bunche Charter High Schools, which were opened in 2006 in an effort to transform Jefferson High School in South Los Angeles.

The Jefferson Transformation Project was launched by Green Dot Public Schools in 2006 to radically increase student performance at Jefferson High School, then the worst-performing high school in the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD).  Green Dot opened five schools in the area around Jefferson High School in order to serve the students in the Jefferson High School attendance area and to prove that the same students could perform significantly better if put in a small school, college-prep environment.  Within the first year of operation, the five Green Dot Jefferson schools outperformed Jefferson High School by an average of 171 points on the California Academic Performance Index (API). 
Ánimo Justice and Ánimo Ralph Bunche serve approximately 95% Latino and 5% African American students, with 85% qualifying for free or reduced price lunch (coming from low-income families).  Ánimo Justice serves a particularly high population of English Language Learners (ELLs), as almost 50% of all students at the school qualify as ELL.

“I am so proud of the success of the students at Ánimo Justice and Ánimo Ralph Bunche,” says Steve Barr, Founder and CEO of Green Dot Public Schools. “Even within two years, these students have challenged themselves, gone above and beyond expectations, and are breaking the legacy of failure formerly set before them and instead are preparing to go on to college.”
On September 16, 2008, the new facility at 1655 E. 27th Street opened to the public as the home of Ánimo Justice and Ánimo Ralph Bunche Charter High Schools.  This facility is particularly remarkable; it was built as one of the first schools in the country to receive Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification. Innovative features include the re-use of 93% of a former garment manufacturing building, use of recycled building materials and the installation of water efficient landscaping and bathroom fixtures.  Green Dot strives to set an example not only for the quality of education it is providing to the students, but also for the architecture and design of school buildings, making a statement for the importance of protecting the environment through unique design and construction.
Green Dot has founded a total of 18 schools across the highest-need areas of Los Angeles since 2000, now serving Lennox, Inglewood, Boyle Heights, South Los Angeles, Venice, and Watts.  Green Dot Public Schools, which are built on a small schools model (not exceeding 560 students per school), as well as prioritizing autonomy and local decision making at each school site, are succeeding with high graduation and college acceptance rates.  

By implementing this model, Green Dot has produced incredible results, helping students close the achievement gap, graduate from high school and attend four-year colleges.  In Green Dot’s history, 76% of its original 9th grade students have graduated from Green Dot schools, and 80% of graduates have been accepted to four-year universities, with the remaining 20% continuing on to two-year colleges.
“In my ten years of working in public education in Los Angeles, this is the most beautiful and inspiring school at which I have ever worked,” said Ánimo Justice Principal William Herrera.  “This is the kind of place where dreams can come true.” 
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About Green Dot Public Schools
Green Dot Public Schools is the leading public school operator in Los Angeles and is dedicated to changing public education in Los Angeles so that all children receive the educations they need to reach their dreams. It currently operates twelve public charter high schools in Los Angeles’ highest-need communities. Each Green Dot school (branded “Ánimo” schools) vastly outperforms comparable traditional public high schools. For more information visit: www.greendot.org
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