[ DATE ]
Santa Monica City Council

City Hall

1685 Main Street, Room 209

Santa Monica, California 90401

RE: Proposed Text Amendment to Zoning Code 9.04.10.02.220 Solar Energy Design

Standards (June 30 City Council Meeting; Continued from May 12, 2009).

Dear Council Members,

While I embrace the tradition of sustainable initiatives in the City of Santa Monica, this Solar Ordinance contains a clause that I do not support because it will discourage solar development in our community. 

Although the intent of the proposed amendment is to streamline the permitting process for solar energy and water heating systems, I believe Sub-section (e) creates a further bureaucratic process that will discourage expansion of solar energy in Santa Monica.  Requiring solar panels to be installed in the “least visible” position from the street precludes more important aspects of design and installation, such as achieving the system’s optimal output potential.  Also, new solar technologies place photovoltaic cells in windows and all sides of the building’s exterior, which will potentially be illegal under this ordinance.  Developers and property owners will view this ordinance as a further cost to project development and therefore a project risk, discouraging them from undertaking otherwise beneficial solar projects. 

Additionally, the California Health and Safety Code Section 17959.1 and the California Government Code Section 65850.5 (also known as the Solar Act) limit city review of solar installation applications to only health and safety compliance. 

This section of the ordinance represents an outdated idea of solar systems as “ugly”, when the City should be taking the lead encouraging residents to embrace solar systems as beautiful representations of their commitment to our environment and community.  This thinking is not in line with all the superior and forward-thinking sustainable work of the City of Santa Monica.  

For these reasons, I encourage you to strike Sub-section (e) from this ordinance.

Sincerely,

[  NAME  ]

[  COMPANY  ]

[  ADDRESS  ]
[  PHONE NUMBER OR EMAIL ADDRESS  ]
PAGE  

