United Nations Secretary@ ner al 6 s Advi sory Board on W:
. e Global g =
Living e

Nature
Fund The Voice of Water

THE UN WATERCOURSESCONVENTION
IN FORCE BY 2011
A Briefing Paper

1. Introduction

At the % World Water Forum (Istanbul, March 20@gen Crossinternational, the Global

Nature Fund (GNF), the European Water Partnershipand theUN SecretaryGener al ©
Advisory Board on Water & Sanitatio{UNSGAB) will caconvenen eventto heraldthe global

callto bring the1l997 UN Convention on the Law of -thavigational Uses of International Waterc.ours
(UN Watercourses Comyamttioforce

The side evenscheduled fa2l March, at 1900 hrs in Feshane/Lale Hall (F5), will be part of
celebrationkading up téthe 2009 World Water Day, which will focus on transboundary Wagers.
eventwill commemoraterogresswith the manystakeholders that have contributed to Uihe
Watercourses Convention Global Initiative

WWF launched this initiative in March@@@th a view to informing and accelerating the process
for entry into force of the UN Watercourses Convention. In this tomeeltope that the side event
will inspire countries, organizations, and individuals toyoigfforts andthat it willlead tonew
partnerships angolitical commitmentsapable ofriggemg further actiorand leadershif bring

the convention intéorce by2011.

The evenwill includea formal ceremony fwesent?WWF @d. eader s f or awartd i Vi |
to the current contracting statesfor theirleadership ancbmmitment to cooperative managemen:
of shared water resources

Moreover, w haveinvited high-level officials from nonparties tohand oversigred postcarg,

copied belowsymbolizing @ersonal commitment to our callfor additional ratifications anda

pledge to work proactively towards having their own countries joithe conventiontoo. The

focus will be oMember States of tliropean Union (Eldd theEconomic Community of West African
States (ECOWABpoth regions where the initiative has achieved good progress

Representativdsom international organizations attendimegForumwill alsohave the opportunity
to sign a postcard to pledyeir support for th&/N Watercourses Convention Global Initiative



Sign for it
Sharing Water for People and the Planet

Dear Mr. James Leape,

| share your concern that the world’s transboundary water resources often

fall victim to poor international coordination between states, with dramatic
consequences to biodiversity, livelihoods, and the economy. This represents a
major threat to international peace and to the world’s energy and food security,

and climate change will only make things worse.

| agree that, although good progress has been achieved in many places, sound
international legal instruments can aid basin/aquifer states in doing better and
facilitate development cooperation. | offer my personal support to WWF’s
call for bringing into force the 1997 UN Convention on the Law of the
Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses and pledge to work

proactively towards having my own country finsert your country}

join it too and become engaged in these efforts.

Name:

Title:

NB: you can also drop your signed postcard at the WWF Sharing Water Pavillion during the
World Water Forum in Istanbul on 14 March 2009.

SharingWater
for People and the Planet.

To

Mr. James P. Leape
WWEF International
Director General

Ave du Mont-Blanc
1196 Gland
Switzerland
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