
 

 United Nations Secretary Generalõs Advisory Board on Water and Sanitation 

                             

THE  UN  WATERCOURSES CONVENTION  

IN FORCE BY 2011 

A Briefing Paper 
 

1. Introduction  

At the 5th World Water Forum (Istanbul, March 2009), Green Cross International, the Global 
Nature Fund (GNF), the European Water Partnership, and the UN Secretary-Generalõs 
Advisory Board on Water & Sanitation (UNSGAB) will co-convene an event to herald the global 
call to bring the 1997 UN Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses 
(UN Watercourses Convention) into force.  
 
The side event, scheduled for 21 March, at 19.00 hrs, in Feshane/Lale Hall (F5), will be part of 
celebrations leading up to the 2009 World Water Day, which will focus on transboundary waters. The 
event will commemorate progress with the many stakeholders that have contributed to the UN 
Watercourses Convention Global Initiative.  
 
WWF launched this initiative in March 2006 with a view to informing and accelerating the process 
for entry into force of the UN Watercourses Convention. In this context, we hope that the side event 
will inspire countries, organizations, and individuals to join our efforts, and that it will lead to new 
partnerships and political commitments capable of triggering further action and leadership to bring 
the convention into force by 2011. 
 
The event will include a formal ceremony to present WWFõs òLeaders for a Living Planetó award 
to the current contracting states for their leadership and commitment to cooperative management 
of shared water resources.  
 
Moreover, we have invited high-level officials from non-parties to hand over signed postcards, 
copied below, symbolizing a personal commitment to our call for additional ratifications and a 
pledge to work proactively towards having their own countries join the convention too. The 
focus will be on Member States of the European Union (EU) and the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS)ñboth regions where the initiative has achieved good progress.  
 
Representatives from international organizations attending the Forum will also have the opportunity 
to sign a postcard to pledge their support for the UN Watercourses Convention Global Initiative.  
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